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      There has been a little bit of sporadic rain we around the area in the last few weeks but 

certainly not what we need and not enough to change the dry conditions we face as the 

weather get hotter and hotter.  Water, we will be concerned about having enough for a long 

time to come. 

       If you haven’t seen our “Water Wall” inside the Visitor Center you need to pay us a visit.  

We have had lots of information on water, or the lack of water, on the “wall” for some time 

but it has been rearranged and better organized to present a simple and concise story about 

the state of water in the Hill Country.  Dean Smelling and Linda Stone gave their time and 

talent to the project and the result is impressive.  The “Water Wall” isn’t just a display.  It is 

an attraction that draws the visitor in and invites them to learn about our water situation 

and how to help. 

      We have not seen water restrictions yet this season but we may in the near future.  Even 

without restrictions on how we use water, water conservation is a must for Hill Country 

residents.  And you can learn about water conservation by visiting the “Water Wall”.  One 

concern I have heard lately has to do with losing plants because of the drought.  I have 

heard people say that they have even lost trees.  But there are things you can do during a 

drought that will help reduce loses while conserving water. 

     The younger the plant the more vulnerable it is to drought conditions.   Some of your 

more mature trees and other plants can stand dry times better so reduce water to those 

plants while being more generous with new plantings.  You can also help keep the soil moist 

without watering.  Mulch applied around your plants will keep the soil cool and hold water.  

Clippings, bark, gravel or compost will all work but don’t let the mulch come into contact 

with the trunk of your trees.  And make a well around the trunk so that water that is applied 

will stay put and sink into the ground. 

      Come learn what else you can do.  In fact, we have a wealth of information on a lot of 

natural resource topics in the Visitor Center.  And when you enter the Visitor Center look 

left, and see if the “Water Wall” doesn’t call to you. 
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       Action at the Butterfly Tent — Earth Day Plant Sale 

  
 

 

The current weather pattern shows off the native plant demonstration areas in an un-
usual way. When you walk the trails today, visitors can see how thrifty and adaptive 
native plants are. For example, many wildflowers did not sprout this spring. The 
seeds are dormant and waiting patiently for the right combination of moisture, tem-
perature, daylight hours, and a host of other factors that will trigger them to sprout 
and grow – hopefully next spring. The key is that the seeds planted last fall will wait – 

most of them – for appropriate growing conditions. No need for re-planting. 
 

Other perennial native plants have fewer and/or smaller leaves this year - sort of an energy conser-
vation practice. Some plants may drop all their leaves this summer and they also are going into a 
dormant phase until sufficient rainfalls triggers growth again. The good news is that they will not 
need to be replanted and they will not beg gallons and gallons of water just to stay alive. 
 

While the beds and meadow may not be the focus of photographers this spring, we know the value 
of how native plants survive our climate variability. If we look beyond our interests in pretty plants, 
we would also see how the conservation strategies of native plants also help the soil and all the liv-
ing organisms there. So go ahead and bring your friends and brag about how well our native plants 
adapt and survive! 

Youth Summer camps are shaping up. If you have an interest in being a volunteer, please call.  We 
are also developing a Community Outreach campaign and need volunteers to help. 830-257-4837 

Peggy Sechrist 
Volunteer Coordinator 

VOLUNTEER VINEVOLUNTEER VINEVOLUNTEER VINEVOLUNTEER VINE  FOR NEWS AND NEEDSFOR NEWS AND NEEDSFOR NEWS AND NEEDSFOR NEWS AND NEEDS    

  Peggy Sechrist 
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COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS    

       Riverside Nature Center  
          www.riversidenaturecenter.org 

   Celebrating BIRDS in 2011  

                the  “Year of the Bird” 

MAYMAYMAYMAY    

    

10th Brown Bag Lunch and Learn; 11:30-12:45 Presented by Bernadette de 

Shields, “The Historical and Medicinal Uses of Texas Native Plants-Remedies from Your 
Native Garden” will focus on plants that can be found at RNC.  Bernadette is a Naturo-
pathic Doctor, a Licensed Professional Counselor, and a Master Naturalist.  She will have a 
display of native plants to accompany her presentation and lead a tour afterward.  Mem-
bers $3, Non-members $6. 

JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    

3rd First Friday WineShare 6-7:30 PM 

 Enjoy socializing with friends, meeting new people, tasting new wines and a beautiful 
spring evening at the Riverside Nature Center.  Win the jumbo “Goodie Basket” when the 
winning raffle ticket is drawn at 7:20 PM (you do not have to be present to win). 

Raffle tickets $5 each; FREE admission 

 

  13th Nature Adventure Day Camp for children entering 3rd – 5th 

grade.  June 13 through 17 children are invited to explore nature and learn 
about the environment in a licensed day camp.  The setting is natural and 

beautiful and the learning is fun.  Call 257-4837 for more information and registration 
forms.  Must reserve your place before June 1st.  $135   

 

14th Brown Bag Lunch and Learn; 11:30-12:45  presented by Jan Fulkerson, the 

program will be the “hot” topic of the day, Wildfire.  Jan is with the Texas Forest Service, 
Wildfire Preparedness.  With Texas burning all around us we can all use information on 
how to prevent wildfires and how to prepare to deal with them as well.  FREE public ser-
vice program. 
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Coming events continued 

 14th Youth Volunteer Program June 14-July 15  Youth ages 15 through 

17 can participate in a program designed to give them experience for their resume and 
earn a letter of recommendation for prospective employers.  Complete an important pro-
ject for RNC from beginning to end; enjoy working alongside new friends, and earn a spe-
cial reward from the nature center.  Taking registrations now through May 31.  FREE 
 

  JULYJULYJULYJULY    

11th Outdoor Adventure Day Camp for children entering 4th – 6th 

grade.  July 11 through 15 enjoy the great outdoors in this licensed day 
camp.  Campout, cookout, swim, and learn new outdoor skills such as ori-
enteering.  For more information and registration forms please call 257-
4837.  Must reserve your place before July 1st.  $160 

    

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER    

TBA Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Event – Watch for the date 

to be announced for this important members only annual event.  September is the month 
for all RNC members and volunteers to come together and celebrate the year’s accom-
plishments, elect Board members and officers, and EAT!  FREE 

 

30th
 “Members Only Plant Sale” 5:00 – 6:30 PM  The huge native plant sale 

open to the public on October 1st will be open exclusively for members the evening before 
the big event.  Not a member?  JOIN so you can take advantage of our members only 
Down by the Riverside Fall Festival and Native Plant Sale pre-sale.  Get your native plants 
while the selection is at its best!  For membership information  call 830-257-4837 or visit 
us on the web at www.riversidenaturecenter.org    

OCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBEROCTOBER    

1st Down by the Riverside Fall Festival and Native Plant Sale- 
Come enjoy the Hill Country’s most popular Fall Festival.  Select your fall trees 
and shrubs at our native plant sale; attend seminars on rainwater harvesting 
and on our local birds of prey; enjoy the family oriented activities, educational 
displays and more.  FREE admission  

 

13th Under the Harvest Moon-An Enchanted Night- Enjoy the beauty of the 

fall in  the serene setting of the Riverside Nature Center’s grounds under the light of the 
Harvest Moon.  Wine and cheese will be served while Kevin McCormick fills the night 
with music.  Put this special enchanted night on your calendar.  Tickets on sale June 20th. 
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Notes From The Meadow 

 After a few years of volunteering at Riverside Nature Center, I 
have discovered that an evolution is constantly taking place on 
the grounds regarding placement, growth, and new vs. old. Susan 
Sander who has been involved with the Nature Center since its 
birth brought this to my attention when we were working on per-
manent signage for the grounds that wording had to accommo-
date changes that might occur in the future.  But foremost, sign-
age had to be educational. 

 

I also discovered that I have learned plant names and now appreciate many plants from 
the smallest to the largest with wonderful plant loving teachers like Barbara Lowenthal.  
The discovery of the unique survival techniques of native plants has been a valuable edu-
cation.  One of the constants regarding the future has always been education concerning 
native plants, trees, and shrubs.  Education includes visitors to the nature center and vol-
unteers who work on the grounds.  Volunteers discover in a short period of time that 
they can become “graduate students” in biology, botany, and ecology if they choose. 
 

Julie Clay, an enthusiastic and organized volunteer, is devising a plan to formalize the 
educational aspect of volunteering in the Meadow so that every volunteer’s morning will 
be a learning experience.  Volunteers will begin with learning simple procedures to care 
for specific areas around the Meadow.  Volunteers can then accommodate their time dur-
ing the week on a flexible schedule to spend in the Meadow and accomplish mainte-
nance. On the first and third Tuesday of each month, volunteers will spend time collec-
tively with mental stimulation sharing what they know and have learned about working 
in specific areas.  At these times, there will also be discussion on a variety of native plant 
families including their growth habits, seasonal interest points, uses of the plants by lo-
cal and migrating fauna, and historical uses such as in medicine and dyes. 
 

Sounds like a super plan that will produce benefits to the volunteers.  Master Naturalist 
and Master Gardeners who are looking for productive Volunteer Hours and home gar-
deners who love to improve their own home turf will benefit.  If you are inspired to learn 
more about native plants, I can’t think of a better way to do it.  To know more about this 
new set-up, come out on a Tuesday morning and see what happens.  Bet you’ll have fun 
learning with us. 

       Martha Miesch 
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Personal Levels 

 

◊ Individual                         $      35.00 

 

◊ Family                                        50.00 

 

◊ Friend                                      100.00 

 

◊ Supporter                               250.00 

 

◊ Sustaining                              500.00 

 

◊ Benefactor                              750.00 

 

◊ Patron                                  1,000.00 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________ 

 

City _______________________State _____Zip Code ___________ 

 

Phone (             )_______________________________ 

 

E-mail Address __________________________________________Date____________ 

RIVERSIDE NATURE CENTER 

 

Please return to:  Riverside Nature Center Association, 150 Francisco Lemos Street, Kerrville, TX   78028 

                                        Phone 830/257-4837             email:   off ice@riversidenat ure center.o rg  

RNCA Membership Form 

Cut 

We now have the capability to accept  donations  and membership fees  on-line at 

our website. You can submit your secure payment through your PayPal account or 

with a Credit Card. Visit our website  at www.riversidenaturecenter.org for further 

information. 

          UGRA Volunteer Summer Study Program:  Assist UGRA by collecting weekly water samples 

from the Guadalupe River or its tributaries in Kerr County for E. coli bacteria testing.  The program 

not only encourages the participation of local citizens in water quality testing, but the information 

collected by the volunteers helps identify areas in need of further investigation.  Program begins 

June 1, 2011 and runs through August 31, 2011.  Contact Tara Bushnoe at UGRA for more informa-

tion or to register tbushnoe@ugra.org         
 
          UGRA Annual River Clean Up: July 23, 2011 8 AM – 12 PM at Louise Hays Park.  Free hot dogs 

and other refreshments will be provided for volunteers and awards will be handed out for the most 

unusual item and the biggest item.  Prizes will be raffled off and the first 200 volunteers will receive 

a free River Clean Up 2011 t-shirt.  There will also be an ecological fair with exhibits and demonstra-

tions. Volunteers are encouraged to pre register.  Visit http://ugra.org/annualrivercleanup.html for 

more information or contact Tara Bushnoe at UGRA tbushnoe@ugra.org. 
 
         UGRA Rainwater Catchment System Rebate Program:  UGRA recently launched a rebate pro-

gram to promote water conservation and watershed stewardship through rainwater harvest-

ing.  The program is available to anyone with a Kerr County address and will reimburse eligible ap-

plicants up to $50 for their purchase of rainwater catchment system equipment.  Apply now 

through September 30, 2011. Contact UGRA at 830-896-5445 for more information and eligibility 

requirements.               
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Meet Jeannette 

Many of you have met Jeannette Watson but some of you may not 

have had the pleasure yet.  Jeannette is a new participant in the Ex-

perience Works program.  We have had Experience Works partici-

pants at RNC before; they stay about six months and then move to 

different employer.  The program gives people work experience 

which aids in finding permanent employment.  The major benefit of 

this program to RNC is the additional personnel without any additional expense as the Experi-

ence Works Program pays her salary. 

        Those of us in the office have been delighted with Jeannette’s work.  But more importantly, 

many of you have noticed what a gem she is.  She works hard, often finding things to do without 

being told and she has a pleasant smile for everyone.  I just mention something that needs at-

tention and before I know it Jeannette has it done even though I was not asking her to do it. 

          We recently learned that Experience Works may lose funding in the State budget cuts and 

your response has been “isn’t there some way we can keep her?”  RNC does not have the budget 

to pay another staff person but we are trying to be creative and we are sincerely looking at op-

tions that would allow us to hire Jeannette in the event that her funding evaporates.  One option 

that would keep Jeannette on board for at least a little while is your donations.  Several people 

have pledged support toward Jeannette’s pay.  I am wondering if there may be others out there 

who can see the benefit of an extra pair of hands even if you have not actually met Jeanette.  

You actually enjoy having a clean facility, someone to help with the school programs, and a 

helper for the volunteers.  Can you pitch in and help keep Jeannette?  She works 20 hours a 

week and we need every minute of it. 

           If you will let me know what you can contribute I will keep a record of offers and see what 

we can put together.  I will not actually ask for your donation unless/until the Experience 

Works Program is cut.  However, I would like to know that if the program loses funding we will 

not be losing Jeannette.  Please consider helping.  Thank you. 

     Jeannette Watson 

     Gift Shop Gab 

The Gift Shop at RNC had great sales during our Earth Day Celebration!  The two weeks fol-
lowing were very busy as well.  We have reduced the price of our beautiful Texas Wildflower 
 t-shirts to $10 as we will be receiving more of the Magic T-shirts in adult sizes and need the 
room.  The wildflower t-shirts come in several colors and we have a range of sizes.  We will 
also be receiving a new shipment of RNC T-Shirts with our Heron and Moon logo in the next 
few weeks.  Please check out the shop for gifts for friends and family.   



Facts and Figures (April) 

    New  Members      8        

    Rentals               4          

    Rental Income     $ 283       

    Donations      $ 204  

    RNC Programs            $ 64 

     

     

 
Board  of Directors 

Officers: 

Jack Millikan, MBA—President 

Judy Ferguson, MA—Vice President 

Gloria Olsen, PHD — Past President 

Fane Downs, PHD—Secretary 

Taylor Scogin, CPA—Treasurer 

Board Members : 

Kathleen Boyce, RN 

Greg Hayes 

John Quinby 

 

New Members of RNC (April)New Members of RNC (April)New Members of RNC (April)New Members of RNC (April)    

Janet Steinman        Greta Buckmeier          Mary Meyers           Robert Allen 

Allen & Mary Bryson         Susan Long           Steve & Nancy Stoutamire  

  Alan & Joan Cone 


